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Question Time: A longer school year due to 
snow? 


Should summer be shortened to make up for missed days? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


According to Indiana Codes 20-18-2-17 and 20-30-2-3, every school in the 
state must conduct 180 student instructional days per school year. That 
means that days missed due to weather or other circumstances must be 
made up, or else the school will face financial penalties from Indiana 
Department of Education. However, IDOE “may grant a waiver of the 
financial penalty for a particular number of canceled instructional days only 
if each of the days was cancelled due to extraordinary circumstances,” 
according to the Indiana Non-Public Education Association. Regardless of 
what the law says, with all the storms we’ve been having lately, we wanted 
to know: “When school is closed for inclement weather, should students 
have to cut into their summer break to make up the days or should those 
days just be written off?” We’re again changing the Question Time format 


this week to allow for the variety of answers we received. And there were a 


lot. 


Write them off 


“At the end of the school year, the last week or so, the teachers are just as 
ready to wrap it up as the kids are. It usually just consists of them watching 
movies anyways, so I guess I don’t really see the point unless it’s a 


ridiculous number of days they missed.” — Jessica Elizabeth 


“A lot has changed for our children. We never had air conditioning in the 
schools, makes year round school feasible. We need to look at how and what 
the curriculum consists of. Our kids are not cattle. Each has interests, and 
we need to show them how their education is important to the things that 
matter to them. They are our future. How many days they attend isn’t as 
important as how much they learn. Retention isn’t always about being in a 


classroom.” — Patty Krippenstapel 


“I say write them off. Kids miss several [days] for teacher training days and 
other stuff. Weather [is] beyond anyone’s control. Why should they have to 
make them up at the end? Teacher training can be over summer. Some 
parents schedule vacations and such months in advance. So if they have to 
stay in school longer they lose out on education or vacation. And teachers 


usually get jobs or do their family things, but it all can’t be set up until they 


know if they have to make up days or not.” — Missy Isaac 


Make the days up 


“T think as long as it’s made up on scheduled snow days they should make it 
up! In situations like this they should use all the scheduled snow days and 
add no more than a week on to the school year! I agree with school so many 
days a year they need to learn everything they can but it is not their fault. 
No need to take away their summers because of unforeseen conditions.” — 


Adam Jackson 


“Let ‘em make up the days. I mean, why not? Learning is important. It’s 
pretty much that easy, in my opinion. What’s more important: vacation or 


education? I guess this IS America, so vacation it is.” — Heather Sautter 


“Of course you make them up. It isn’t like it isn’t expected. Here, in Illinois 


where I live now, my daughter’s school district sets the last day a week out 


and if they don’t use up to five snow days, they just get out of school earlier. 


So it is a rewarding, instead of punishing mentality.” — April Weaver 


Conflicted 


“T’m split. As a parent my concern is once the built in make-up days have 


been exhausted it feels like they sometimes push for a school day just to 
meet the requirement over being cautious. I would agree if there were strict 
guidelines to writing off days (blizzard, flooding, tornado, extreme cold).” - 


Liz Starner Armstrong 


“They should be written off when we have a blizzard. But not when we have 
a snow day here or there. I remember walking to school with my sisters 
with snow drifts taller than me. I won’t understand all this busing ... at all. 


Let the kids go to the school that’s closer to their homes.” — Valerie Catt 


“T’m split on this one. The mom in me wants them to have summers off, but 
yet they really do need their days in school to learn as much as they can. 


I’m torn.” - Missy Susong 


Our answers 


“T personally think it should be on a 50-percent scale, especially in winters 
like this where entire weeks have been wiped out. So, for example, if you 
miss 10 days to inclement weather, you should have to make up five of 


them.” — Josh Sigler 


“Yeah they should. As a kid, of course I’d say ‘no,’ but the more kids miss 


school days, the more it can handicap them down the road. Plus, how many 


kids know how many days off they have for summer vacation, or would feel 
a difference if a handful of school days cut into the front end of that? They 
won't feel the absence so much if summer gets delayed a week, but they 
may feel what they miss — especially in math or science — if the curriculum 
is condensed. I had a teacher get behind in math in seventh grade, and he 
raced through the chapter that introduced trigonometry in a day or two. 
Then the class was tested and performed miserably. Down the road, I didn’t 
grasp that material well and it kept coming up in subsequent math classes.” 


— Pedro Velazco 


“As a kid I don’t think there’s anything more exciting on a snowy winter 
night than hearing school has been cancelled for the next day. It’s almost 
better than the actual time off itself. I love books and learning, but I was 
mostly miserable in school. So, getting the day off was fine by me. The 
worst was when all the snow days would get used up and we’d have to tack 
on the extra days at the end of the year, eating into summer vacation. My 
favorite part of the year is late spring and early summer. Having to spend it 
locked indoors while the teachers played movies because they ran out of 
lesson plans was utter torture. I say: If school must be missed for weather, 
use the snow days built into the schedule. If the days missed go beyond 
that, forget about it. Enjoy your summer. You’ve got the rest of your life to 


watch television.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


